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Welcome!

English 9 Honors is a required two term course.  The first part of the course focuses on critical reading and responding to various genres of literature, reading skills including vocabulary in context, composition including grammar and spelling, MLA research skills.  At the high school level, you will be expected to participate and challenge yourself in every aspect of the course.  Homework should be expected most nights.

Trimester A: 

Unit One: Elements of Literature 
Identify and interpret figurative language and literary devices.  
Unit Two and Three: Critical Reading of Literature and Analyzing Tone in Fiction

Literature Components: Short Stories, Poetry, Lord of the Flies, Romeo and Juliet


Informative readings on topics such as Elizabethan Theater and Shakespeare Biography 
Writing Component: Short Essays (Argumentative, Literary Analysis)

Unit Four: Introduction to Socratic Seminar 

Speaking Component:  Text-based discussions using questioning, valid reasoning, and relevant evidence.
Unit Five:  Reading Comprehension 

Close reading of passages to improve literal and interpretative readings skills, critical thinking, and reading comprehension.  

Note:  Grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and independent reading are not separate units but are continuous throughout the course.
Materials to bring to class everyday:
Dedicated notebook or notebook section 
Pen/pencil

Dedicated two-pocket folder 
Book for independent reading

Classroom expectations:

Be on time.

Be prepared for class with all necessary materials.

Respect all students and teacher.
Late work: The purpose of daily work is to improve literacy skills and prepare students for unit-end assessments.  Students are expected to keep up with daily work and meet deadlines.  Occasional late work will be accepted before the end of unit. Late work contracts may be used if a student is habitually turning in late work.  
Absent Work: It is your responsibility to find out the work that you missed.  You are allowed two days for each day absent to complete the work before it is considered late.  Student who are absent on the day on a summative assessment must complete it within one week. 
Retakes: Students are allowed to re-take assessments after they have completed all related formative work and agreed-upon relearning tasks. 
Retaking an assessment may involve writing to a new prompt or providing in-depth explanations of revised answers on a multiple choice test.  
Tardy Policy: Instructor will notify student and/or parent of the first three tardies. After the third tardy, after-school detention will be assigned by administration.  
Plagiarism/Cheating:Plagiarism is a serious offense and has consequences including an office referral.  Plagiarism involves copying words or ideas without giving credit to the source.  It also includes copying another student’s work.  Plagiarized work will not be accepted.  Additionally, the use of a cell phone/unauthorized electronic device during a period where an assessment is given (test, quiz, etc…) will be considered cheating regardless of the intention. 
Grading Scale:






Weighted Grading:
A   = 93- 100%

C = 73-76%


Reading Literature Summative Assessment = 
        35%




A- = 90-92%


C- = 70-72%


Responding to Literature Summative Assessment =         35%     
B+ = 87-89%


D+ = 67-69%


Formative Assessments = 


                        20%




B   = 83-86%


D = 63-66%


District Common Summative Assessments =                     10%
B- = 80-82%


D- = 60-62%




C+ = 77-79%


F = 59.9% or less


If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time.  Before and after school help is available.  

I am really looking forward to working with you this trimester.  I really hope that we can learn much from each other and have fun while we are learning.  Thank you for your cooperation!

“The longest journey starts with a single step.”
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“That is part of the beauty of all literature.  You discover that your longings are universal longings, that you’re not lonely and isolated from anyone.  You belong.”		


							--F. Scott Fitzgerald














Eric Lindblad -2017-Andover High School

Page 1

